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THE ART AMATEUR. 



MOTTOES FOR MENU CARDS. 
I. 

FOR A " VIOLET" DINNER. 

" Violets dim, 
But sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes." 

Shakespeare. 
"A bank of violets 
Stealing and giving odor." — Shakespeare. 
" Welcome, maids of honor, 
You doe bring 
In the spring." — Herrick. 
41 Yet you are 
More sweet than any." — Herrick. 
" You violets^ that first appear, 

By your pure purple mantles known." — Wotton. 
" The perfumed violet knows 

No peer where she is seen." — Motherwell. 
" And thick 
By ashen roots the violets blow." — Tennyson. 
" Next place those tender violets, 
The tears are on them yet." — A. Procter. 
" But most procure 
That violets may a longer age endure." — Marvell. 
" Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows." 

Shakespeare. 
" Odors, when sweet violets sicken, 

Live within the sense they quicken." — Shelley. 
" And daintie violets from head to feet." — Spenser. 
" With what voice the violet woos 

To his heart the silver dews." — Tennyson. 
" All like violets, sweeter than we know." 

Christina Rossetti. 
" Immaculate odors from the violet 

Spring up forever I"— Barry Cornwall. 
" None by the dew of the twilight wet, 
So sweet as the deep blue violet." — Landon. 

' ' My regret 
Becomes an April violet. "—Tennyson. 
" Here scattered oft 
Are showers of violets found." — Gray. 

tSpFatanl of Brsips. 

" IN THE GLOAMING 1 ' {COLOR PLATE NO. i.) 

In copying this picture it is important that all the 
first painting be broadly done ; but it should be exact, otherwise 
the finishing will seem petty and labored. If the first work is 
direct and frank, with no detail, a very few touches in finishing 
will give strength and the effect of variety. Simplify the draw- 
ing. Search for squares, straight lines and angles bounding 
masses. Every curved line will break up into two or more 
straight ones, which give its character. Find these and express 
the drawing with them. Thus block out the picture, placing all 
the masses carefully, but taking no note of details. 

Begin by drawing the line of the base of the distant trees. 
Next get the height and breadth of mass of foliage of the fore- 
ground tree — not the trunk and branches, those will come later. 
Suggest the forms of the distant trees and the farther and nearer 
banks of the pooL This first sketching in should not aim at 
great accuracy, but to give an idea of the general form and posi- 
tion of masses. Over and into these general lines draw such 
others as will decide with exactness every mass, and correct the 
first sketch. In making these corrections measure carefully all 
proportions, and place the larger accents of form — always with 
straight lines and angles. 

Having carefully drawn the masses of distant trees, the banks of 
the pool and the foreground tree, sketch the path and carefully draw 
the main trunks and branches of the tree, and the figures and the 
boat. Leave the small tree branches to be drawn with the brush. 
Remember that everything must be considered not only in pro- 
portion to itself, but to everything else in the picture. 

•The drawing squarely but accurately blocked in, get ready to 
paint. Set your palette with yellow ochre, dark cadmium, light 
cadmium, greenish Naples, yellow white, French vermilion, rose 
madder, burnt Sienna, cobalt and ultramarine blue. Do not be 
niggardly with your paint. Put enough on the palette to work 
freely with. Remember that paint is cheap, and what you would 
waste is of less value to you than time and patience lost. Besides 
if you have little daubs of paint on your palette you will put little 
daubs of paint on your canvas, as bad a habit as you could acquire. 

Be generous with yourself in the matter of brushes also. To 
work with a few small brushes only will have much the same 
effect upon your work that the little daubs of paint will have. 
Get a dozen good bristle brushes from an eighth of an inch to 
three quarters of an inch in width, and one small sable liner a 
half an inch long. This should be used for such purposes as the 
drawing of branches. 

Avoid hot color and pettiness of detail. If you look carefully 
you will find that while the foliage and grass have the appearance 
of being fully made out, in reality they are much less detailed than 
they seem to be. The whole plane of grass is almost unaccented, 
and is painted with broad sweeps of the brush. The distant trees 
show variety at the edges only ; the foreground is equally simple ; 
yet such accents as are there tell strongly because of their simplic- 
ity. You will also notice that while the dark color is warm, it is 
so tempered with cold color, that the effect is comparatively cool. 
In the sky of course much more richness is necessary. But even 
there the luminosity is not the result of rich or positive color, but 
of the vibration of warm against cool colors. There will bea ten- 
dency to use much brown in the shadows and to paint too many 
leaves in the foliage and too many blades in the grass. You must 
combat this tendency. Hold yourself in check ; keep all the force 
you can on your palette ; your picture will be better and probably 
stronger for the restraint. To get too much warmth of color or too 
much detail into the picture would not only be unpleasing to the 
eye, but make a bad copy and be false to nature. Nature always 
shows less and less of detail and grows more and more cool in 
color as darkness comes on. It is not merely in dark tone, but in 
absence of detail and in slight contrast that the effect of night is felt. 

Your drawing should have given you the exact positions and pro- 
portions of all forms except the clouds ; but none of the details. 
In the first painting, work on the same principle : lay in the gen- 
eral masses so as to get the values. Lay them in broadly, follow- 
ing the original closely as to color and tone, working up frankly 
to the lines of the drawing. Use to thin your color, Siccatif de 
Harlem mixed with an equal quantity of turpentine. Put on the 
color by rubbing it over the space you want to cover so as to 
spread it evenly and thinly but freely on the canvas ; this makes 
what the French call a " frottee." A " frotte'e" makes a sym- 
pathetic surface on which you can afterward paint as thinly or 
heavily, as broadly or delicately as you like. 

While the "frottee" is drying (the Siccatif makes it "set 
quickly) rub in the sky and the reflections in the water in the same 



manner. Notice that the color of the reflection is not as strong 
or definite as the sky. 

The canvas should now be wholly covered, and at a distance 
should have the character of the original, but squarer in its forms 
and being without accent more vague in its planes. The next 
painting should aim at refining the color and emphasizing it, cor- 
recting when necessary the form of the masses and putting in the 
greater accents and the smaller masses which break up the larger 
ones. Get the tree trunks painted and give moce character to the 
foliage by painting into it with sky color and then into the sky 
again with tree color. Notice that the variety of foliage form is 
better expressed by characteristic outline than by detail within the 
mass. Try to paint in the accents in the same simple way as in the 
original. Do not overdo it ! 

In painting the sky do not use all red— all rose madder. There 
is much blue and yellow ochre and cadmium affecting it. The 
more loosely you paint it, the more it will glow. For the light 
streak near the horizon you will find the greenish Naples yellow 
very useful. Be careful not to get the color too positive or you 
will not be able to get force enough in those places where much 
brilliancy is needed, as in the delicate touches of bright red and 
yellow edging the lower clouds, and the luminous streak just above 
the trees. 

Finally touch in the few strokes which will express the boat and 
the figures. Do not make the white shirt-sleeves too light ;they 
are really quite dark. Working under the sky is as light as the sky 
itself except in full glow of sunshine. Now, if you will with great 
care, but still with freedom, work in a few small tree branches 
and twigs with dark gray color, and add the grasses at the edge of 
the pool, the picture will be done. D. B. P. 



FIELD DAISIES AND BUTTERFLIES. {COLOR 
PLA TE NO. 2.) 

In reproducing this study in water-colors, the outlines 
should be first sketched as lightly as will answer with an H pen- 
cil ; a softer one would leave grains of lead behind it to mar the 
delicate coloring, and a harder one might injure the texture of the 
paper. With a study in this style there would be no objection to 
working on a solid sketch block of good water-color paper, and 
save the trouble of stretching a single piece ; for one general 
dampening of the surface will be found sufficient, the colors 
mostly being so delicate that they are not likely to produce hard 
lines, even if they are laid in dry. . A thin wash of lampblack may 
be used for a neutral background, but the slight rosy tone of this 
is best given by adding complementary colors, dark zinnober green 
and rose madder, or French blue, gamboge and rose madder. 
It will do no harm to carry the background wash directly over 
those parts where stronger neutral tints, and the greens that are 
somewhat neutral, are to come. In this way so little of the paper 
will have to be spared that the wash may be put on very freely. 
Upon the fair, white, damp paper, it will appear stronger in tone 
than when dry and when dark colors are introduced in it ; yet it 
must be of a very delicate tint, light enough to relieve the palest 
neutral tints belonging to the design, and dark enough to relieve 
the white rays of the daisies. Many of these rays, it will be 
noticed, are relieved by green leaves ; those coming around the 
centre are brought out very decidedly by the mass of green there ; 
and the sharp outlines of the large butterflies' wings also come 
upon them in strong contrast. This positive, concentrated centre 
gives character to the study and allows everything around it to 
take on neutral effects suggestive of the summer atmosphere in 
which butterflies would sport. 

If it is practicable, then lay in the background carefully while 
the paper is damp, suiting it to the white rays that depend upon it 
for relief, and grading it off properly. It will be well to take the 
complementary colors named, without mixing them evenly or 
thinning them so much as for the background, and touch in the 
heads of grasses and the umbeliferous flowers (Horacleum lana- 
tum) which appear ; the one is the highest flower, the other just 
above the centre ; pale and vague as these are, the full convex 
umbellets are so apparent that the flowers are easily recognized. 
The dampness of the paper should be made to serve as long as it 
lasts ; there are daisies, stems, leaves, and grasses that are also 
neutral, though a little more defined, and if these can be worked 
in on the damp paper it is best, although it would not be necessary 
to moisten it again specially for them. In resuming work, it is 
best to secure the strength of the central mass ; perhaps the out- 
lines of the deep colored butterfly will be kept more accurate and 
sharper if that is painted before the greens around it. The dark 
transparent part of the wings will require No. 3 zinnober green 
and lampblack lined in cuttingly, but sparingly ; for the light 
places must be preserved to give transparency ; French blue, 
burnt Sienna, and vermilion will do the rest. Now attend care- 
fully to the gradations of color around this butterfly, and fin- 
ish out the stem and leaf effect below with the colors already 
named. The fairest daisies may now be worked up, the outer 
tips of their rays being secured in advance by the neutral and 
green tints coming around them ; their further development de- 
pends upon putting in the slight shadows. For the centres use 
orange and pale cadmium ; the velvety, convex appearance of the 
disks is produced with greenish neutral shading. In some of the 
daisies, the rays show how slender they are where they join the 
disks, and the dark touches coming between are sharp and effec- 
tive. Now there remains only the light colored butterflies ; they 
want the daintiest treatment as to drawing and coloring. A little 
sepia may be used for the bodies and antenna, the wings are 
painted with the yellows, blue, and neutral tints already prepar- 
ed. A butterfly in a picture must not present itself quite flat, like 
a lifeless specimen pinned on a board ; there is no fixed appear- 
ance about these, they are full of tremulous motion. 
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put on over the centre. Indeed, it gives a very soft effect to use 
such a wash over the centre of most flowers. Many china deco- 
rators are apt to use their colors too heavily ; therefore it is need- 
ful to insist that this decoration requires very light washes only. 
For the buds use mixing yellow and carmine No. 3. Do not mix 
the colors together, but shade toward the calyx with the yellow 
and a heavy wash of carmine No. 3 for the end of the bud. If the 
work is to be fired in a portable kiln, use a little flux in the carmine. 
It is generally best to flux most of the La Croix colors for Miss 
Hall's kiln. For the leaves use deep blue green and moss and 
olive green shaded with dark green No. 7 mixed with brown 
green. The large stems are painted first with a wash of gray 
made by mixing deep red brown and blue. Shade the same with 
brown No. 4 or 17. H. A. C. 

NASTURTIUM DECORATION. {Page 45.) 

This design is admirably suited for painting in mono- 
chrome, and it is obvious that there are many pieces of china 
other than the particular shape here drawn to which it might be 
applied — a cracker jar, for instance, a chocolate pot or a cache- 
pot. For monochrome use old tile-blue very thinly in a flat even 
tint for all the flowers ; then shade it with the same color. The 
foliage is not shaded at all, but must be brought to the required 
depth by applying two or three coats of the blue, allowing each 
painting to dry thoroughly before going over it. The simplest 
way to proceed with the narrow border around' the neck of the 
vase is to paint the light, flat tint all over it before putting on the 
design, afterward filling the interstices with a darker shade. 
Outline the whole with red brown ; also use red brown with a 
touch of brown No! 4 added for the dark patch whence the stalks 
spring, and for the centres of the conventional flowers and for 
the dark lines top and bottom. It would be an improvement to 
splash some gold from the neck downward and from the base 
upward, but this is optional. 

To paint the design in natural colors it would be well to vary the 
shades, making some flowers light and others dark. For light yel- 
low flowers put on first a flat tint of mixing yellow and shade with 
silver yellow and yellow ochre, remembering that silver yellow 
gains brilliancy in firing, while yellow ochre fires out considerably. 
For the dark markings in the centre use violet of iron and outline 
with the same. For the richer red flowers take capucine red, put 
on thinly two or three times. Shade and outline with red brown ; 
for a darker tint still, take red brown for the flat tint shading, out- 
lining with brown No. 4. For the foliage put on first a flat tint of 
moss green. When dry go over it with brown green. Outline and 
vein the leaves with red brown. This can be done with one firing 
unless a vellum tint is desired, in which case it should be put on 
first and fired before the design is drawn upon it. 



' ORCHID" CRACKER JAR. {COLOR 
PLATE NO. 3.) 

FOR the flat tint use a very pale shade of deep blue 
green. When this is dry draw in the design, first taking out the 
tint from within the lines of the flowers only, as the foliage can 
be painted over it. For the flowers mix a shadow color with sil- 
ver yellow and black. The lightest shades of color should be put 
in with mixing yellow, the darker with silver yellow shaded with 
yellow ochre. The dark blotches can be obtained with red brown 
mixed with brown No. 4. For the foliage moss green, brown 
green and dark green No. 7 will give all the required shades. 
After a first firing outline where indicated with gold. It will be 
best to put two coats of gold on the handle, one for each firing, 
to ensure richness. ' 

THE APPLE BLOSSOM DESIGN. {COLOR 
PLA TE NO. 4.) 

This design has good suggestions for the treatment 
of a set of plates. The band which displays the floral decoration 
should be tinted in either white or ivory mat color. If in mat 
white, the design might be painted over the tint ; but for ivory it 
were best to remove the color from the flowers, which should have 
been drawn with India ink before tinting. A ground of mixing 
yellow or a light wash of deep blue green may be used in place 
of white or ivory with good effect. In painting apple blossoms 
great care should be taken to color them most delicately, using a 
very light wash of carmine No. 1, shaded with a gray made of ap- 
ple green and carmine No. 2, with a light wash of mixing yellow 



MARGUERITE MOTIVE FOR CHINA PAINTING. 

This little design— it will be found in a corner of orte 
of the supplements — offers a suggestion for decorating small 
pieces of china. Paint the flowers with mixing yellow ; shade 
with black and silver yellow . mixed ; strengthen the edges with 
yellow ochre ; outline with violet of iron, using the same color 
for the centres. For the foliage and stems, take moss green, 
brown green and dark green No. 7 ; for the high lights mix a lit- 
tle deep blue green with moss green. The design would also 
work admirably in monochrome. 



PLA TE DECORA TION—THE PURPLE IRIS. 

This design being conventionalized, one may paint 
the flowers any color. To carry out, however, the actual tints 
of the purple iris, begin with a shade of light violet of gold tem- 
pered with a little deep blue green. Paint this over every part ; 
then shade the flowers and go over the dark parts with deep vio- 
let of gold, to which also add a touch of deep blue green. Paint 
the outer row of leaves with grass green shaded with brown 
green, merely outlining the inner row with deep red brown. 
When thoroughly dry, fill in the inner row with Roman gold; 
outline the other row and the flowers with the same gold. Ex- 
cept with very skilful workers it is best to have the painting fired 
before gilding ; though it entail two firings, it ensures success. 



THE INDIAN ARRO W BORDER AND BRANCH. 

Outline the stems, seed-pods and leaves with cap- 
ucine red. Wash the seed-pods with carmine, shading with car- 
mine and yellow ochre or capucine red. The leaf is partly green 
and partly carmine ; and the seed showing in the opening pods, a 
bright shining scarlet. These directions are for color only, and 
must be followed by substituting the equivalent paints if for La- 
croix or other china colors, as the design being suitable for em- 
broidery, stained glass and other purposes, it was thought best to 
give a general description. 

THE NEW SET OF NUT PLATES. 

(3) The Pecan iV#/.— Paint the hulls of the nuts 
with yellow brOwn, shading them with dark brown, and the 
branch stems in the same way. The stalks of the leaves are ; 
green. For the leaves themselves use apple green, brown green 
and grass green. 

(4) The Hazel Nut. — Paint the nuts, enveloped in their 
sheath, a light tint of apple green and mixing yellow; for 
in this design they are represented as not quite ripe. Shade with ; 
grass green and brown green. For the stem down to the first ■ 
leaf use light yellow green ; from there downward use gray ' 
shaded with brown. Paint the upper sides of the leaves with 
lightened at times with apple green or mixing yellow, shading 
with brown green, grass green and the undersides a light green 
with a bluish tint. Shade with sepia and green. 



THREE TILE DESIGNS. 

Although it is almost impossible to give directions 
for modelling in clay short of a whole treatise on the art, yet in 
reference to the tiles shown in the supplement, it is as well to 
call attention to the extreme simplicity of small low relief plaques 
in clay. Hardly any of the minor arts is less costly or employs 
fewer tools. Indeed practically there are no tools ; a few odd 
pieces of bone or wood roughly shaped will answer every pur- 
pose. Then again, if the work displeases one at any stage, it is 
easy to begin " de novo." The clay is inexpensive, and if kept in 
a wet cloth will remain good for any time. While, of course, 
it is better for all exposed work that the clay should be baked and 
become terra cotta, yet for sketches of ornament, or small pan- 
els to be carefully framed and kept out of danger, the mere dry- 
ing gives it some permanency. The pleasure of the mud-pie of 
childhood returns with the dabbling in the moist clay ; to find 
new forms growing to life under our fingers is a welcome sur- 
prise. Again, as color and minute drawing are absent, compara- 
tively unskilled amateurs can obtain really good effects in model- 
ling, although quite incapable of producing a picture or a finished 
drawing. But it needs the real decorative instinct, that quality 
that does a thing unconsciously, simply because it feels it to be 
the only way to decorate the surface ; given this and it is com- 
mon to savages and uneducated people as to those of the highest 
culture, and failure in clay modelling is hardly possible. 



t 





'/ /I 



V W1 

rfzJ 



Supplement to The Art Amateur. 

Vol. 24. No. 2. January, 1891, 





n Arrow." 



PLATE 887 ~ A DESIGN FOR THE ENDS OF BENEDICTION VEIL By Mrs. Barnes Bruce. 

PLATE 887a.-BQRDER FOR CHINA PAINTING, "i*™™ Arrow/' By p AT tv Thu*. <f«t ««««««, see page 5 o.> 
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PLATE 888-ECCLESIASTICAL EMBROIDERY. .A Border. 



PLATE 888a.-DESIGN FOR ECCLESIASTIC I Ek 



IVY SPRAY FOR 
CHINA PAINTING. 





HBROlDERY. Benediction Veil. By Mrs. Barnes Bruce. 



PLATE 888b -BORDER FOR BENEDICTION VEIL 

(For treatment, see page 48.) 
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PLATE 890a -CHINA PAINTING DESIGN. " Margusiutjb. 



PLATE 8Vu& -CHINA PAINTING DESIGN, " *««« 
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PLATE 893 -TWO OF THE NEW SET OF SIX NUT PLATES. By Patty Thum. 

(For Nos. 1 and 2, see Dec, 1890. For treatment, see page 50.) 
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PLATE 89). - CHINA PAINTING, DECORATION FOR A PLATE. "The Purple Iris." 
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AN ENGLISH GIRL. CHARCOAL STUDY BY GEORGE H. BOUGHTON. 



[Copyright, 1891, by Montague Marks.] 
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